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When May A Murderer Be Sentenced to Death in Jordanian Law
Compared to the Syrian and Egyptian Law?

Imad Mahmoud Obeid, Karima A. Rahim H.Al-Tai*

ABSTRACT

Murder is the intentional termination of the life of a human being by another person unlawfully. This
illicit action, which is considered as a serious felony both at law and according to religious teachings,
is subject according to Shari'a to the sanction of gisas, i.e., legal retaliation by execution, regardless
of whether the murderer had premeditated or instantaneous intent to Kill.

This article elucidates the legislative position in respect of this topic in the laws of Jordan, Syria, and
Egypt. It shows that the relevant legislative provisions under the said three laws are similar in that
they, unlike the universal ruling of Shari‘a, do not provide for the death penalty of murder except in
certain circumstances. Under the Jordanian and Syrian laws, the cases where the death penalty
applies to murder are the killing with premeditation and deliberation, the causal link between the
murder and another felony, the kinship relation between the murderer and the victim. In the latter
case, however, Jordanian law applies the death penalty only if the victim was an ancestor of the
murderer, while Syrian law provides for the death penalty whether the victim was the ancestor or
descendant of the murderer.

On the other hand, Jordanian, Syrian, and Egyptian laws take identical positions regarding the
premeditated killing and the killing causally linked to another felony. Yet, the Egyptian law provides
for special grounds for the death penalty, such as killing by poisoning, killing an injured combatant at
war, and the killing committed in furtherance of a terrorist purpose.

Keywords: Intentional Killing, Premeditated Killing, Premeditation with Deliberation, Stalking,
Murder of an Ancestor, Murder of a Descendant, Killing by Poisoning, Murder Linked to
a Felony.
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