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Nama Laws in the Ottoman State: Motives, Objectives and Influences

Arif Abu Eid and Orhan Canpolat*

ABSTRACT

This paper aims showing the motives and objectives for which the Nama Laws were founded during the
Ottoman State period. The Ottoman state needed to organize the administrative issues and to protect its
citizens from the injustice of the rulers and the state officials. This was one of the most important motives
the paper concluded. Also it aimed to unite its judicial system and to replace the non-Islamic rules with the
Islamic ones.

As for the objectives it concluded that most significant is to implement the Islamic rules, to organize the
courts work, to determine the authorities of the judges, to ease and facilitate the judicial process and to
guarantee the activation of the valid laws approved by the Sultan. This is in addition to aiming to inform
the citizens the laws which rule them?

These rules took the its formal and mandatory form because they were within the ruler's authority and were

applied in courts and administrative institutions.
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