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The Legal and the Islamic Shari‘a Law on Money Laundry

Jamal A. Al-Kilani*

ABSTRACT

The research explains the money laundry practice as a source unlawful income that conceals the original
source of the money and presents it as clean and legal wealth by transferring it to commercial and
investment businesses. The research traces the sources for this cash in criminal activities like drug dealings,
tax evasion, bribery and other illegal sources. The amount of money involved in laundry operations around
the world reaches three trillion dollars annually, which places it second only to arm trade as a source of
returns. The research also details the harmful consequences for this phenomenon on the political, social, and
economic levels, a thing which has motivated many countries to outlaw and fight any laundry activities. The
research concludes with a definition of the Islamic ruling that laundry money remains unclean even when
transferred to legal commercial businesses. Such cash can only be used for the benefit of the general interest.
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