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"Contemporary Western Muslims" Hadith Scholars and their Methodology in the Study of
Hadith Issues Jonathan Andrew Cleveland Brown and "Using Unreliable Hadiths in Sunni
Islam" as a model

Nama Mohammad Albanna *

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the most prominent Western Muslim scholar specialized in hadith in the United States
of America as a model for contemporary Western Muslim scientists to identify the most prominent features
of the methodology of their research in Islamic studies in general and hadith studies in particular. The
researcher finds that efforts are not easy to be made by Western Muslim scholars to defend the general image
of Islam and the particular image of hadith. Yet, A systematic difference that should be highlighted, is the
adoption of a historical methodology to critically address the issues related to hadith away from other factors
concerned by specialized Muslim scholars in the East, and the technical specialization of most of the issues
of the science of the criticism of hadith (sanad and matn), the science of (ilal) and the study of the isnad and
grad of the hadiths. The paper also discusses what is caused by the accuracy of the Arabic language from the
disparity in dealing with these issues between the Eastern and Western scientists.
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