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Commenting on the Constitutional Court Resolution No. (2) of 2017 Concerning the
Unconstitutionality of the Jordanian Revenue Stamp Law

Laith K. Nasrawin *

ABSTRACT

This study aims at commenting on the resolution issued by the Jordanian Constitutional Court No. (2) of
2017 with respect to the challenge submitted against the constitutionality of articles (9), (10) and (13) of the
Import Stamp Law No. (20) 2001. The court ruled in favour of dismissing the defence against article (9) on
the basis that it was not applicable to the substance of the case, and it also dismissed the other two defences
on ground of merit. This study focuses on the main constitutional principles that the court has relied on in
reviewing the case, and declaring the constitutionality of the contested articles. The study concludes by
endorsing the resolution of the Constitutional Court to dismiss the defence in form and subject matter on the
ground that the reasons of the defence of unconstitutionality do not undermine the constitutionality of the
provisions of the law in question, adding further new constitutional reasons that support the decision of the
court of dismissing the challenge submitted against the Jordanian Import Stamp Law.

Keywords: Jordanian Constitutional Court; Import Stamp Act; dismiss the defence of
unconstitutionality; the seriousness of the defence and the interest condition.
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