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Al-Bukhari’s Types of Hadith Science in al-Jami’ al-Sahih: The

Science of Narration as an Example

Mayssa A. ALRawabdeh*

ABSTRACT

The collection of Hadith known as al-Jami’ al-Sahih, which is authored by Abu Abd Allah al-
Bukhari, represents the most important reference for Hadith scholars’ approach. In his book, Imam
al-Bukhari has excelled in presenting his approach to the Science of Hadith. The book touches upon
many issues related to Hadith and jurisprudence as well. The science of ‘Hadith Terminology’, which
is the modern term of ‘Science of Hadith’, is both implicitly and explicitly described in this book.
Accordingly, this paper attempts to unveil the most important type of Hadith Science, which is
related to the science of narration. The Science of Narration deals with the principles with which
Hadith specialists evaluate the authenticity of individual narrations. It also describes technical terms
of Hadith terminology, Hadith authenticity and acceptability as a basis for Islamic jurisprudence, and
isnad, or chain of narration. The paper concluded that al-Bukhari has referred in many occasions in
his book to types of Hadith Science narration. Al-Bukhari has also included Prophet Muhammed’s
recorded statements ‘Hadiths’ in his book al-Jami’ al-Sahih.

Keywords: The Science of Hadith, al-Jami’al-Sahih, the Science of Narration.
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