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"Interpretation (Ta’wil)" is it a Crime or a Necessity?
“Descriptive Comparative Study”

Mohammed N. Al-Omari*

ABSTRACT

This study tries to answer the question whether interpretation (ta’wil) is a crime or necessity? This is
because we find that some scholars see it as a crime, while others see it as a necessity. Therefore, the
researcher tries to answers such question by investigating works of both. This is done by reading
scholars' views and by reading the evidences they used for supporting their views. Most of the
discussions about the issue are centered about transmitted attributes, and whether they are meant to
be real or metaphoric. This issue in particular has led to great dispute and differences which in turn
appeared in the shape of doctrinal and methodological differences.
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