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The Beliefs of Early Scholars on the Shape of Earth as it is Induced from the Holy Qur'an:
Presentation and Critique

Abdul Rahim KhairAllah El Sharif *

ABSTRACT

This study inductively investigates the key prominent Qur'anic verses which refer to the shape of
Earth (whether it is spherical or not). It demonstrates the implications of these verses on the spherical
nature of Earth according to the interpretation of ancient Muslim scholars who had lived before the
belief of Earth's spherical nature spread as a fact after the year of (1522 A.D.= 930 Hijri). The author
also has evaluated all of these interpretations and clarified the indication of the Qur'anic verses in
which one may understand that the Earth is flat.

The study concluded that the Holy Qur'an involves many verses which confirm the spherical nature
of the Earth, and that most of the early Muslim scholars believed in the spherical nature of Earth.

Keywords: Shape of Earth, Spherical Earth, Muslim Scholars, Inimitability of the Holy Qur'an.
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