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Regulations of Prohibited Imitation in Islamic Law

Samia Abdullah Bokhari *

ABSTRACT

Islam has been keen to distinguish the Islamic nation from other nations and peoples in order to

preserve the viability of the Muslim community and keep its identity by not simulating other nations,

and not imitating their characteristics.

This study, which is entitled “Regulations of Prohibited Imitation in Islamic Law” consists of an
introduction, two sections, and a conclusion. The first section, which is divided into two topics,

discusses how Islam is keen to distinguish Muslims, and how countries are keen to distinguish their

peoples. The second section includes a preface and two topics. The preface presents definitions for
“imitation”, and wise justifications for forbidding imitation. The first part of Section Two discusses
prohibition regulations of imitating the infidels, and the second part discusses prohibition regulations

of the opposite gender. The conclusion presents the research results and its recommendations.

This study is a deductive one, it examines examining some examples to identify the Islamic rules and
regulations on prohibited imitation of infidels and the opposite gender.

The study results are the following:

e Theldamic law intends on purpose to distinguish Muslim community to preserveits viahility.

« Many countries are keen to preserve the identity of their peoples.

» The prohibited imitation of infidels is the intended simulation of al or some infidels’ characteristics when
thereis no crucial necessity.

» The prohibited imitation of the opposite gender is the intended simulation of some or all the characteristics
of the opposite gender when thereis no crucia necessity.

e |damisvalidfor every timeand place, and its principles are consistent, while its approaches are flexible.

Keywords: Imitation, Regulations, Distinguishment, Consistency and Flexibility.
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