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Israeli Legislation System of Palestinian Prisoners and its Commitment to International
Humanitarian Law

Ihssan Adel Madbouh, Mahasen Mohammad Aljaghoub *

Abstract

The arrest of Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) is a daily practice by
Israeli Occupation Authorities. Since 1967, around one million Palestinians have been arrested by
Isracl. This has been done through a matrix and complex system of Israeli military orders to
which Palestinians are subjected to. This study seeks to examine a relatively absent field of
documentation and analysis, as it deals with dozens of such Israeli military orders, and analysis
them to shed light on their consistency or inconsistency with the rules of international
humanitarian law and human rights law, in particular, with regard to the legal status given to
prisoners by Israel - as prisoners of war, internees or unlawful combatants- or in terms of
criminalization and punishment rules. The study shows that the Israeli military order system is
designed to call Palestinians prisoners as "terrorists", “Security detainees” and "illegal
combatants”, and to allow Israel to restrict Palestinian civilians life by hundreds of orders without
a real security need, in addition to criminalize Palestinian political action and parties, legislate of
torture, and abuse the right of the prisoner's defense, in flagrant violation of the rules of
international law.

Keywords: Palestinian prisoners, Isracli military orders, International Humanitarian Law,
Prisoners of war.
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