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The Distinction between Armed Struggle and Terrorism in the Light of the Principle
of the Prohibition of the Use of Force in International Law

Tareqg M. Tray *

ABSTRACT

This study is an attempt by the researcher to develop criteria more clearly to distinguish between
armed struggle and terrorism at a time when much overlap between the two terms at both the
international and internal states, to the follower of events and developments, especially those that
occur in the Arab world, can no longer groups resorted to the use of force, and to differentiate
between what is legitimate or otherwise, and for that this research was to develop standards perhaps it
aids interest in these subjects.

The beginning of this research was the use of force in international law, where the will of the
international grouped on the principle of the prohibition of the use of force in international relations
or the threat of it, and that's what translated by the UN Charter, especially in the fourth article
explicitly and many international texts listed to agreements, and from this point considered terrorism
a criminal in international law and to order it has been criminalized, and the text explicitly fought in
several agreements and projects of international conventions.

However, and with that international law prohibits the use of force as a general principle, but he has
cited some exceptions to, including the armed struggle of people for self-determination, where he
received several international resolutions embarked peoples vulnerable to resort to force to achieve
their demands, and thus, corresponds to the armed struggle and terrorism both are used to hand power
to reach its purpose and is no disagreement that the terrorist acts which do not even call it confirms
the legitimacy as well, and may use all means to describe them dying armed struggle.

And then was to address the most important criteria that can differentiate between armed struggle and
terrorism, which has been divided into standard theory and realistic, but | have dealt with the
difference between the two terms in the concept or definition of idiomatic each, and the means and
methods that are used by all of them to achieve its goals and objectives, as well as in terms of
legitimacy that there is an international texts for each one of them, while the second was for the
differences realism collected by the researcher in the cause and the target and the legitimacy

Keywords: International Law, The use of Force, Armed Struggle, Terrorism.
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