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Probing and dividing Al-Sabr wa al-Taqsim Its Authority and Conditions

Abdullmoiz Abdelaziz Hareiz *

Abstract

Analogical reasoning (al-Qiyas) is considered as one of the most important subjects of the discipline
of Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence (usool al-figh). Analogical reasoning will not be completed
without the existence of its pillars, the most important of which is reason of legislation (Illah).
Manners of reason behind legislation are two, namely prescribed and reason- based manners. Of the
most important paths of the latter path is that of probing and dividing (al-sabr wa al- taqsim) which
is followed most by researchers, therfore, this research presents the idea of probing and dividing, its
types, legitemacy, authority, and the relation between the types of this path and their impact on the
authorization of the path in question. This is done with an investigation of the views of the esteemed
scholars about this issue. Finally,the research presents the conditions of applying the path of probing
and dividing as one of the paths of reason behind legislation. Due to this status and importance of
this path we have chosen it as subject of the present research.
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