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Amicus Curiae in International and Comparative Law: The Possibility of Introducing
it into Jordanian Legal System

Abdullah Aldmour*

Abstract

In Jordan, as distinct from the position in other countries particularly in Common Law systems,
the intervention of amicus curiae (friend of the court),is a relatively non-existing event or
practiced as yet. The amici role is normally confined to assisting the court in its task of resolving
the issues and assisting the court in making a better law by drawing attention to
some aspects of the case which might otherwise be overlooked. Amicus enable the courts to hear
arguments which are of wider importance than the concerns of the particular parties to the case.
amici assists judicial decision-making by providing supplemental information that gives a broader
economic, social and technical context to the legal issues in dispute. This article aims at
identifying the place of amicus curiae in both international and national proceedings in main
comparative legal systems and international law and practice. It concerns with the benefits and the
possible concerns of this intervention. The fundamental question in this article is: In what
circumstances and limitations could this procedural system be introduced as a means of the
judicial openness on the civil society in Jordan. Finally the article suggests some practical
recommendations to take into consideration in courts rules and procedures regulating the
admission of amicus curiae in Jordanian legal system.
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