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Goal-Based Approach in Interpreting the Ambiguous
(The Image of Women in Authoritative Hadith as a Model)

Maher Husain Haswa *

Abstract

The study attempts to explain how the Maqasid method is applied in the interpretation of texts, by
dealing with few misunderstood and misinterpreted authoritative Hadiths concerning the image of
women, leading to their denial and/or questioning their validity. The study is conducted using an
analytical/critical methodology proceeding from a comprehensive goal-based approach to texts.
The study is divided into two main sections: the first examines three misinterpreted Hadith
addressing the congenital and moral character of women; namely: “if it were not for Eve, no
woman would have committed adultery”; “deficient in mind and religion”; and “women are
created from a crooked rib”. The second section examines three misinterpreted Hadith addressing
the obligations of women; namely: “will not succeed a nation led by a woman”; “fatality is in
three: women, residence and animals”; and “prayer is interrupted by three: women, the donkey
and the black dog”. The study further addresses the effectuation of the goal-based approach in
interpreting texts and narrations through the collection of narrations, understanding the particular
in light of the general principles, as well as the importance of the different textual and contextual
circumstances while interpreting the meaning of the text.

Keywords: Image of women, misinterpreted, circumstantial, interpretation.
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