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Legal Characterization of Criminal Agreement Directed Against State Security
and its Connection with the Agreed Crime under UAE Legislation:
The Recent Amendment of Federal Law No. (7) of 2016

Abdullah Mohammad Ehjelah*

Abstract

It is undeniable in the primary rules of incrimination that the legislator only punishes for palpable
external acts, manifested in physical acts that cause disorder in society. However, the UAE
Federal legislator had dissented from this rule of incrimination by incriminating agreements
directed against State security even if there was no criminal consequence. This is by virtue of
Article (201 repeat 13) of the Criminal Law, promulgated by Federal Law No. (7) of 2016, for the
purpose of eliminating any imminent threat against State security.

Hence, this study aims at addressing the issues raised by Article (201 repeat 13), which can be
summarized in that the Article provided punishments for the crime of agreement without
specifying whether this crime is always characterized as a felony or if it can be characterized as a
misdemeanor, in cases where the crime agreed upon has not been committed. In addition, the said
Article does not indicate whether an agreement for committing a misdemeanor against State
security must be punishable or not, if an attempt for its commission is not punishable under any
special provision. Furthermore, the said Article does not clarify the fate of the crime of agreement
after the commission of the agreed crime.

Keywords: Criminal Agreement, Agreed Crime, State Security, Felony Characterization,
Misdemeanor Characterization.
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