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Demographic, and Socio- Economic Characteristics of Omanian Citizens of Wilayat Al-Dugm:
A Field Study (2015-2017)

Muneer Karadsheh*, Shaikha Al-Medelwi**

ABSTRACT

This is a field study aiming to explore the demographic, economic and social characteristics of wilayat Al-
Dugm’'s citizens and it is based on a comprehensive survey of all families living in the wilayat, (737)
Families, divided into 23 villages, during (2015-2017). Statistical techniques such as Frequency Distribution
and using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), were used to analyze the collected data.
The study revealed that families in Al-Dugm have a rural culture, low monthly incomes, and a remarkably
low level of education. Furthermore, the results also illustrated that the health services offered to Al-Dugm'’s
people are at low levels, especially with regard to the spread of diseases, children's deaths, pregnancy,
abortion and childbirth complications. Additionally, the study pointed to the significant and sensitive role
that cultural and social changes play, particularly with the existence of a large number of foreign labors and
the rise of their unacceptable and unusual behaviors towards the citizens. It also illustrated the importance
of preparing Al-Dugm's society on how to deal with the expected changes that might happen in different
fields as a result of the Special Economic Zone of Al-Dugm projects, specifically those that might affect the
traditional structure of the local society and might cause other types of consistent changes in social harmony
and norms.

Keywords: Demographic Characteristics, Socio-Economic Characteristics, Social Transformation,
Production Pattern, Pastoral Production.
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