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Gilles Deleuze’s Philosophy of Substantives and Verbs:
A Study in “Mural” and “The Dice Player” by Mahmoud Darwish

Balqis Alkaraki*

ABSTRACT

This article presents an interpretation of Mahmoud Darwish’s poems: “Mural” and “The Dice Player”, based

on Gilles Deleuze’s theory of substantives and verbs in his work “The Logic of Sense”. While Deleuze based

his theory on Platonic and Stoic ideas and on Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in Wonderland”, to make the claim that

the identity of Alice is forever linked to the surrounding nouns, eventually dissolving in the verbs of “pure

becomings”, this article explains how ‘“Mural” represents and attempt to resist such dissolution through

substantives and adjectives, while “The Dice Player” surrenders to the idea of becoming revealed by the

flow of verbs in the poem.

Keywords: Mahmoud Darwish, Gilles Deleuze, Alice in Wonderland, The Philosophy of Lanhguage,

Substantives and Verbs, Becoming.
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