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Difficulties faced by novice researchers: A study of

Economic and Societal Obstacles Facing Scientific Research in Higher Education
Institutions in the Sultanate of Oman: An Analytical Quantitative Study.

Muneer Karadsheh, Nasser Al-Mawali, Amal Nasser Al-Hashemi*

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to investigate the obstacles that face researchers from economic and societal aspects
as well as investigating the effect of demographic and academic variables on the attitudes of the study sample
towards these obstacles after adjusting for their effects. The study was carried out on a sample of 714
researchers and academics in higher education institutions in the Sultanate of Oman. A questionnaire was
employed as a tool for data collection. Results showed that a lack of research funds and rewards and
incentives are the most important economic obstacles to scientific research. It was also shown that low levels
of societal awareness about the importance of research are the most important societal obstacles. Results
also indicated that the variable ‘institution type’ made the most important contribution to the variance of
academics’ and researchers’ attitudes towards economic and societal obstacles facing them while conducting
research.

Keywords: Economic Obstacles, Societal Obstacles, Scientific Research, Higher Education Institutions,
Researches and Academics.
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