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Pragmatic “Truth” in the Philosophy of William James

Sltana Frahat Saad Mohmmad *

ABSTRACT

William James proceeded in the same pragmatic way to discuss topics such as, truth, utility, practical results,
and other issues, where James Pragmatism is an experimental trend that is concerned with sense data and
tangible results, it also rejects fixed, absolute principles. His philosophy is not closed to give final results on
nature.

James’ philosophy is a rejection of idealism, and his thinking departed from priorities and ideals to results
and ends. He founded a practical doctrine based on the idea of change and pluralism. But what determines
the meaning of the truth is its consequences. That is truth is the only thing useful in our thinking and it is the
right of our behavior.

This study aims to examine the theory of pragmatic truth of James, which is one of the most important and
famous theories in the contemporary philosophy because of its compatibility with the American way of life,
and economic transformations in contemporary societies. This research aims at revealing the nature of
James, understanding of pragmatism and the theory of truth, and what distinguishes him from other
pragmatists.
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