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Act in Ibn Rushd’s Philosophy

Mohammad Khaled Al-Shiyyab*

ABSTRACT

The pivotal basis on which Ibn Rushd relies is a necessary relationship between the universe and the Acting
God. The reason behind that is the fact that there is a causal correlation between the universe and the Agent,
hence a correlation between the Cause [Allah] and the effect [the universe]. Ibn Rushd, also, distinguishes
between the Macro Act and the Micro Act: The Macro Act is the one related to the giver (cause) who acts
and preserves the act. The Micro Act is an act that depends on the movement which is related to the First
Mover. Since the Micro Act is part of the Macro Act, it is related to an external principle, because it is part
of a continuum that has the First Act as its final cause. Therefore, the Micro Act is part of a whole, and the
whole is controlled by the act of God. On the other hand, since Allah’s knowledge is eternal and he is the
cause of all man’s micro and macro actions, his knowledge cannot be described as partial or holistic since
he is eternal and his acts are eternal as well. Thus, Ibn Rushd comes to the conclusion of ‘First Eternal Act’
because the acts refer to their agent and effects to their cause.

Keywords: Ibn Rushd, Acting God, Micro Act and Macro Act.
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