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Nature— Culture: Dialecticin Modern Thought
Toward a Philosophical Conception

Amer Shatara*

ABSTRACT

The relation between Nature and Culture became one of the most interesting topics in philosophy today.
This paper deals with the development of these concepts since the Greek philosophy to modern philosophy
and thoughts.

One of the questions this paper tries to answer is whether nature- culture duality is real and universal or is it
akind of constructed reality that depends on culture? Two other questions can be raised here; to which sepher
human beings really belong: Nature or Culture? And, can we understand human beings just as cultural entity
or just as biological entity? The ancient Greek philosophers did not see or conceive nature as a different
ontological reality; they didn’t see nature as something separated from man. The separation and duality had
a history that started mainly with the Cartesian philosophy mainly with his mind - body dualism, which later
was developed by many modern philosophers, where Nature started to be conceived as a mere object in
contrast with humans whom are the subject and the makers of culture.

Does such duality exist today? Many thinkers suggest that such duality does not exist anymore; they don’t
see nature as something separated from man. They assert that there is a continuance interrelation between
nature and culture and between subject and object.
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