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Socio-Economic Characteristics of Fishermen and Fishing Status in Aqaba / Jordan

Mohammad Al Zibdah*, Raid Al-Jawasreh #*and Mohammad Badran ##*

ABSTRACT

Cultural and socioeconomic conditions of the Aqaba fishermen community was studied and included 160
fishermen representing 129 families. Several questionnaires were prepared on different aspects of the
fishermen life; cultural, social, economic and health. Results of the study showed that the majority of Aqaba
fishermen (70%) depend on fishing only in making their living. They all practice simple traditional fishing
techniques. Fishing return (200-300 metric tons per year) was found hardly enough to cover the basic needs
of the fishermen families. A major reason for weak fishing yield is the low abundance of commercial fish in
the Gulf of Agaba. This can be attributed to the size of the Gulf as well as its oligotrophic nature and the
excessive exploitation of the coastal areas of the Gulf for trade, industry and tourism. The weak capture
fishery was reflected on the overall socioeconomic status of the fishermen community and the daily life
requirement was found below poverty standard of Jordan. Rates of schooling were also low making it a
serious issue that needs further investigation mainly for young generations. The reason is attributed to the
fathers demand for help in fishing to secure the family living needs. One of the results shows that there were
fishermen with better income, about 20% of the fisher folks in Aqaba. They have subsidiary jobs like
operation of glass bottom boats as well as working in ports and as rangers in the Marine Park. It concluded
that there is an urgent need to increase national capture fishery either by extending fishing area beyond the
Jordanian territorial waters or by mariculture development, where fishermen are involved as active partners.
Either way will certainly provide better income to them. There is also a need to include the fishermen families
in the social security system and get the community involved in development projects. The fishing profession
requires integration with tourism development as a sea related tradition of the people of Agaba.
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