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Ibn Rushd on the Eternity of the World: The Nature of the Possible

Hamed Aldababseh*, Salman Albdour**

ABSTRACT

This study addresses the concept of the possible in Averros s philosolpy, its role in the proof of the eternity
of the world, its main characteristic and its kinds. It discusses the relationship between the concept of the
possible and the contingent. It also tackles the concepts of potentidity, existence, time, the Necessary and
the impossible. It shows that movement and change are related to the possible by the causality principle,
which links it to the first mover, i.e the Necessary Being. The study explains how Averros prove that this
relationship makesit obvious that since the possibility is eterna, then the possible, i.etheworld is eternd.

Keywords: Potentidity, Eternity, Nothing, Necessary, Impossible, Potential.

* Ph.D Student, Department of Pilosophy, University of Jordan.
** Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Jordan.
Received on 15/11/2016 and Accepted for Publication on 26/3/2017.

-41-



