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The Political, Civilizational, and Military Role of al-Sayyd Abu Hafs
‘Umar Almohadi in the Maghreb and Andalusia
548-575 A.H/1153-1180 A.D.

Mohammad Atallah Al-Khliefat*
ABSTRACT

This study examines the history of the Sayyid Abt Hafs ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd
al-Mu’min, one of the most prominent leaders of the Almohad state in its
formative stage. He was the son of the first caliph of the Almohad state and
spent most of his life serving the state and stabilizing its foundations. This
study first examines the details of his life history and then turns to his
administrative and political role in the Maghreb and Andalusia, as well as his
military role, whether in defeating the revolts against the Almohads in the
Maghreb and Andalusia, or leading the jihad against the Christian kingdoms in
Andalusia. The Sayyid Abi Hafs ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-Mu’min played an active
role in removing his elder brother Muhammad from the caliphate and pledging
his allegiance to his brother Abii Ya‘qub Yusuf. He was a successful
administrative, political and mililtary figure who held the position of vizier
and deputy caliph, and led the Almohad armies in many battles.

Keywords: Abu Hafs Umar, Almohads, Maghreb, Andalusia.

eorl) Qe ) Faagl€ 322 sy e s ciopind 5358 Jlael (e diae oy ¢ AS558 "y Uil ey 23338 £(155)

*  Corresponding author: email, makhliefat2020@yahoo.com, (M. A. Al-Khliefat) Orcid number:
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9369-9783, Ma'an University College, Al-Balga' Applied University, Jordan.
Received on 9/3/2020 and accepted for publication on 3/9/2020.

- 153~



cladall dllae seas ceegingdll jae i o wall (5Sually @laally oubid) sl

REFERENCES

‘Abd al-Hamid, Sa‘d Zaghlul (ed.) (1985); Kitab al-istibsar fi ‘aja’ib al-amsar. Dar al-Shu'tn al-
Thaqafiyah Afaq ‘Arabiyah, Baghdad.

Abt al-Fadl, M. (1996); Eastern Andalusia in the Islamic Period (515-686H/ 1121-1287CE), Dar
al-Ma‘rifah al-Jami‘tyah, Cairo.

‘Anan, M. (1964); The Age of the Almoravids and Almohadin in Morocco and Andalusia, the 3™
Part of the Book of Islamic State in Andalusia, Lajnat al-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah wa-al-Nashr,
Cairo, 5 parts, 1% edition.

Arslan, Sh. (1936); Silk Garments in Andalusian News, Matba‘at al-Rahmantyah, Egypt, 3 parts.
Aschbach, J. (1958); Geschichte Spaniens und Portugals zur Zeit der Herrschaft der
Almorawiden und Almohaden, Muhammad ‘Anan (translater), Mu’assasat al-Khanjt Cairo.
al-Bakr1, Abtu ‘Ubayd ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 487/1094) (1968); Jughrafiyat al-andalus
wa-uritba min kitab al-masalik wa-al-mamalik li Abt ‘Ubayd al-Bakri, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-

Hajji (ed.), Dar al-Irshad lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawz1".

al-Baydhaq, Abli Bakr ibn ‘Alt al-Sinhajt (558/1163) (1971); Akhbar al-Mahdr ibn Tiamart wa-
bidayat dawlat al-muwahhidin, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Manstr (ed.), Dar al-Mansir lil-Tiba‘ah
wa-al-Warraqah, al-Ribat. Morocco.

al-Baydhaq, Abu Bakr ibn ‘Alt al-Sinhaji (558/1163) (1971); al-Mugtabas min kitab al-ansab fi
ma rifat al-ashab, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Mansur (ed.), Dar al-Manstr lil-Taba‘ah wa-al-
Warraqah, al-Ribat, Morroco.

Bibayah, ‘Abd al-Qadir (ed.) (2005); Mafakhir al-barbar. Dar Abi Raqraq lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-
Nashr, al-Ribat, Morocco.

al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman (748/1374) (1996); Siyar a ‘lam
al-nubala’, Shu‘ayb al-Arna’it et al. (ed.), Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut, 29 parts.

Ghadban, A. (2007); Teaching in the Almohad Period, Journal of the Faculty of Arts, al-Basra,
Iraq, pp. 135-156.

al-Ghanay, M. (1971); Rise of the Almohad State, al-Maktabah al-Wataniyah, Benghazi, 1
edition.

al-Ghanay, M. (1981); Fall of the Almohad State, Matba‘at al-Thawrah, Benghazi, 2" edition.

al-Hajj1, "A. (1981); Andalusian History from the Islamic Conquest to the Fall of Granada (92-
897H/ 711-1492), Dar al-Qalam.

al-Hamaw1, Yaqit Shihab al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Baghdadt (626/1228) (1979); Mu jam al-
buldan, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 5 parts.

Hasan, H. (1980); Islamic Civilization in Morocco and Andalusia "The Period of the Almoravids
and Almohads", Maktabat al-Khanji, 1* edition.

Hatamilah, M. (1999); Encyclopedia of the Andalusian Lands, Amman, 2 parts, 1* edition.

al-Himyar1, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Mun‘im (d. 866/1461) (1984); al-Rawd al-mi tar fi khabar
al-"aqtar, Ihsan ‘Abbas (ed.), Maktabat Lubnan, Beirut.

Ibn al-Abbar, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Abi Bakr al-Quda‘t (d. 658/1260) (1985); al-Hulla
al-siyara’, Hasan Mu'nis (ed.), Dar al-Ma‘arifah, Cairo.

Ibn al-Abbar, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Abi Bakr al-Quda‘t (d. 658/1260) (1989); al-
Mu jam fi ashab al-qadr al-sadafi, Ibrahim al-Abyar (ed.), Dar al-Kitab al-MisrT wa-Dar al-
Kitab al-Lubnani, Cairo and Beirut.

Ibn Ab1 Dinar, Muhammad ibn AbT al-Qasim al-Ru‘ayni al-Qayrawani (d. 1110/1698) (1286H);
al-Mu nis fi akhbar Ifrigiya wa-Tiinis, Matba‘at al-Dawlah al-Tunistyah, 1* edition.

Ibn Abt Zar®, ‘Ali al-Fast (d. 741/1341) (1972); al-Anis al-mutrib bi-rawd al-qirtas fi mulitk al-
Maghrib wa-tarikh madinat Fas, Dar al-Manstir lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Warraqah, al-Ribat.
Morocco.

Ibn ‘Adhari, Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Marrakishit (d. after 712/1312) (1985); al-
Bayan al-mugharrab fi ‘akhbar al-'andalus wa-al-maghrib — qism al-muwahhidin,

- 154~



22020 3 s (14 sl JWbﬁuguﬂlu :

Muhammad Ibrahim al-Kittant et al. (eds.), Dar al-Maghrib al-Islam1 wa-Dar al-Thaqafah,
Beirut, Casablanca.

Ibn Khaldin, ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 808/1406) (2000); al- ‘Ibar wa-diwan al-mubtada’ wa-al-
khabar fi ‘ayam al- ‘arab wa-al- ‘ajam wa-al-barbar wa-man ‘@sarahum min dhawt al-sultan
al-"akbar, Khalil Shahada (ed.), Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 8 parts.

Ibn Khallikan, Abt al-'Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abt Bakr (d. 681/1282)
(n.d); Wafiyat al-"a ‘yan wa ‘anba’ ‘abna’ al-zaman, Ihsan ‘Abbas (ed.), Dar Sadir, Beirut, 8
parts.

Ibn al-Khatib, Lisan al-Din (d. 776/1374) (1956); Tarikh isbaniyah al-islamiyah, aw kitab a‘mal
al-a‘lam fi man biyi‘a qabla al-ihtilam min mulik al-islam, Evariste Lévi-Provencal (ed.),
Dar al-Makshuf, Beirut.

Ibn al-Khatib, Lisan al-Din (d. 776/1374) (1974); al-lhdtah fi akhbar ghirnatah, Muhammad
‘Anan (ed.), Makabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 4 vols.

Ibn al-Qadi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi al-‘Afiya al-Miknasi (d. 1025/1616); Jadhwat al-
iqtibas fi dhikr man halla min al-a ‘llam min madinat Fas, Dar al-Mansir lil-Tiba‘ah wa al-
Warraqah, al-Ribat. Morocco.

Ibn al-Qattan, Abt Muhammad Hasan ibn ‘Al1 al-Kutami (d. 628/1231) (1990); Nazm al-juman
li-tartib ma salaf min "akhbar al-zaman, Mahmud ‘Al Makki (ed.), Dar al-Maghrib al-Islami,
Beirut.

Ibn Sahib al-Salah, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Muhammad al-Baji (d. 594/ 1198) (1964); al-Man bi-al-
‘imamah ‘ala al-mustad ‘afin bi-an ja ‘alahum Allah a’immah wa-ja ‘alahum al-warithin, ‘Abd
al-Hadi al-Tazi (ed.), Dar al-Andalus, Beirut.

Ibn Sa‘id, Abu al-Hasan ‘Al1 ibn Miisa al-Maghribi (d. 685/1286) (1945); al-Ghusin al-yani ‘ah fi
mahdasin shu ‘ara’ al-mi’ah al-sabi ‘ah, Ibrahim al-IbyarT (ed.), Dar al-Maarif, Cairo.

Ibn Sa‘id, Abt al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Miisa (d. 685/1286) (1964); al-Maghrib fi huld al-maghrib,
Shawqi Dayf (ed.), Dar al-Ma‘arif, Cairo.

Ibn al-Wardi, Siraj al-Din Abii Hafs “Umar (d. 852/1448) (2008); Kharidat al- ‘aja’ib wa- faridat
al-ghara’ib, Anwar Muhammad Zanatt (ed.), Maktabat al-Thaqafah al-Islamtyah, Cairo.

al-Idrisi, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-Husayni1 (d. 560/1164) (1863); al-Maghrib wa- ard al-
sidan wa-misr wa-al-andalus, ma’khiidh min kitab nuzhat al-mushtaq fi ikhtiraq al-afaq,
Brill, Leiden.

‘Izawi, A. (1995) (ed.); Nouvelles lettres almohades, tome 1, Série: Texes et documents, no. 2,
Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines de Kénitra, Université Ibn Tofail - Kénitra,
Matba“‘at al-Najah, Casablanca.

Manstir, ‘A. (1983); Important Persons in the Arab Maghrab, al-Matba‘ah al-Malikiyah, al-
Rabat.

al-Marrakishi, Abt Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn “Al1 (d. 647/1250) (2006); al-Mu §ib fi talkhis
akhbar al-maghrib, Salah al-Din al-Hawwart (ed.), al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyah, Sidon-Beirut.

Miranda, A. (1965); Historia politica del imperio almohade, Instituo General Franco de estudios
de studios e investigacon hispano-arabe (ed), Editora Marroqui, Tétouan, part 1.

al-Nashar, M. (1995); The Establishment of the Kingdom of Portugal, al-‘Ayn lil-Dirasat wa-al-
Buhiith al-Insaniyah wa-al-Ijtima‘iyah, Cairo, 1* edition.

al-Nuwayri, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (d. 733/1333) (1983); Nihayat al-arab fi
funiin al-adab, Husayn Nassar (ed.), al-Majlis al-"A‘la lil-Thaqafah, Cairo.

al-Salabi, ‘A. (2005); History of th Almoravid and Almohad States: Almoravids in North Africa,
Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut.

Salim, al-S. (1985); About the History and Civilization of Islam in Andalusia, Mu’assasat al-
Shabab al-Jami‘ah lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, Alexandria.

al-Sallawi, Abi al-*Abbas Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Nasir1 (d. 1315/1892) (2007); al-
Istigsa li-akhbar duwal al-maghrib al-agsa, Muhammad ‘Uthman (ed.), Dar al-Kutub al-
‘[Imiyah, Beirut.

- 155~



cladall dllae seas ceegingdll jae i o wall (5Sually @laally oubid) sl

al-Samirra’'1, Kh., et al. (n.d); History of the Arabs and Their Civilization in Andalusia, Dar al-
Kutub lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr, University of Mosul.

al-Samlali, ‘A. (1993); Information about Important Persons Who Settled in Marrakesh and
Aghmat, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Manstir (ed.), al-Matba‘ah al-Malikiyah, 2™ edition.

al-Suyiitt, Jalal al-Din “‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 911/1505) (1979); Bughyat al-wu'‘ah fi tabagat al-
lughawiyin wa-al-nuhah, Muhammad Abi al-Fadl Ibrahtm (ed.), Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

al-Wazzan, al-H. (Jean-Léon I'Africain) (d. after 967/1555) (1983); Description de l'Afrique,
Muhammad Hajji and Muhammad al-Akhdar (translater), Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 2
parts, 2™ edition.

al-Yafi‘1, Abii Mohammad ‘Abd Allah ibn As‘ad (d. 768/1367) (1997); Mir’at al-jinan wa ‘ibrat
al-yaqzan fi ma ‘rifat ma yu ‘tabar min hawadith al-zaman, Khalil Mansiir (ed.), Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut.

Zakkar, S. and Zamama, ‘A. (eds.) (1979); al-Hulal al-muwashshiyah fi dhikr al-akhbar al-
marrakishiyah. Dar al-Rashad al-Hadithah, Casablanca.

al-Zarkashi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad Ibrahim ibn Bahadir (d. 794/1392) (1966); Tarikh al-
dawlatayn al-muwahidiyah wa-al-hafsiyah, Muhammad Madir (ed.), al-Maktabah al-‘Atiqah,
Tunis.

Zunaybar, M. (1999); Morocco in the Middle Ages (State-City-Economy), Kulliyat al-Adab,
Rabat, Matba‘at al-Najah al-Jadidah, Casablanca, 1*' edition.

- 156~



