2019 2 2l (13 sl JWbaugyﬂlu I

daidadl) ZEUAAAS‘ Jgaal) ‘f ) 939 (ugimgd gl Cpullgiall Basg
Dl gy usbad) (sl U

‘e Lfj deae

gadla
LgalS Ol Aws Ul 0535 Stephen gaie of3e3all Casing 2512 ale sile (e oD &
Odlsall Baay (4 Guain Lgisl ¢((iuall) Rhinocorura hspsSsuy dnae glu (e
Lo sy 3 1al5 28 Lagils i gl 3 (0 LagiSly clgusti Annaal) (8 55Spaiall Gagpungasdd
s G LIS e oyl on € aadel) G lall il ey ¢(3asall) Nessana
$590 alad anii (oAl ARty Ay Ul a2l (8 (a1 () Jahese (8 inn LS clyg ysSsu)
Ball olls 8 Lagilly (Ll Suune W3ias usmeasisll Callsall sang dgin e i IS5 22
Olgall sang Jos cWlal) e 23 B Lo gay (aldl) Elusa sl duse 8 gleiy
ey Laglly g 3sS51) (se IS (o A8 dnidag pssams g0
o IS Gl XAl Lugnll dgall o Ebidl Bly) G G cad) 1 gall
ol Leads Laa ¢l Zallaall &iujall shyacall b djloall &iajall il ciland casnns <SS
LLaY) gy Wi (e Ll JLAN Giamy Al Colaiald ¢Gannsasd] Cullsall Basg (s
gl Sl 8 il peaie Qilie il ehaa G dilatinll aganll Ll 1536
s < slinen cluagll ¢ placald cidaral) 55l ¢ ANAY csbalgy)

tdaddall
paad ¢ b Aanally dagal) Cilubal) e ialdl) & jemdl) g0l o Aiaiill & Sual) gl duds )
Ly «aSW) Lhaiidl ddall (Pla dabial) @b 5y A Slaal) Sy bl palad) pas sl
dga) Qid— Ealaiy) Lalll (e Aidacldl) Ljadll dp0al) (s0n a2l o cliidailacdll daalall e laaedl
Ll 1 i) saal) ge plial) s lhagy Daiasl i) Wmaal e w23l e —ddaidl kil
) Gl ALY se ) e BSU Bdlly WSl ek JE dpall Bjall 4l Jled Ll Lyl
DUl e b s ol i) sageal) GLSD gy 8 Anleall GV 1s cpddsall ahal cdnlad) CLIKEY)
il QR DA elinesy Cplacdd fojliy Aaalal) paleadlly sl Hasy cudnlly Gl Hen coall Allall

2019/9/16 1] gadll 'c_l)ll 42018/6/25 :ev\lw\}” éfjt‘ ¢ _paa ‘ﬁ%ﬂ\ daals ‘é_ptd\ e.u.ﬁ *
okl QA ey e V) Aal8 dalaial) el (D (63 (gLl

Procopius of Caesarea, History of the Wars, 5 vols. trans. H. B. Dewing, Loeb Classical Library, London
and New York, 1914, vol. 1 (The Persian War), pp. 180-181.
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Avi-Yonah, M., “The Development of the Roman Road System in Palestine”, Israel Exploration Journal
1/1 (1950-1951), pp. 54-60.
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Negev, A., “Avdat: A caravan Halt in the Negev”, Archaeology 14/2 (June 1961), pp. 122-130; Negev, A.,
“Nabatean Inscriptions from ‘Avdat (Oboda)”, Israel Exploration Journal, vol. 11/3 (1961), pp.
127-138; vol. 13/2 (1963), pp. 113-124; Negev, A., “Oboda, Mampsis and Provincia Arabia”, Israel
Exploration Journal 17/1 (1967), pp. 46-55; Negev, A., “The Architecture of Oboda: final report”,
Qedem 36: The Architecture of Oboda, Final report, 1997, pp. 1-214.
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Lifshitz, B., “Sur la date du transfert de la legio VI Ferrata en Palestine”, Latomus 191 (Janvier-Mars
1960), pp. 109-111; Lifshitz, B., “Inscriptions de Sinai et de Palestine”, Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie
und Epigraphik 7 (1971), pp. 151-163.
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Tsafrir, Y., “The Transfer of the Negev, Sinai and Southern Transjordan from ‘Arabia’ to ‘Palaestina’”,
Israel Exploration Journal 36/ 1-2 (1986), pp. 77-86; Tsafrir Y. and Holum K.G., “Rehovot-in-the-
Negev: Preliminary Report, 1986, Israel Exploration Journal 38/3 (1988), pp. 117-127.

(3) Mayerson, Ph., “The Ancient Agricultural Regime of Nessana and the Central Negev”, In H.D. Colt
(ed.), Excavations at Nessana, vol. 1, London, 1962, pp. 224-269. rep. in Ph. Mayerson, Monks,
Martyrs, Soldiers and Saracens, Papers on the Near East in Late Antiquity (1962-1993), Jerusalem,
1994, pp. 21-39; Mayerson, Ph, “The Desert of Southern Palestine According to Byzantine
Sources”, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society 107/2 (Apr. 15, 1963), pp. 160-172;
Mayerson, Ph, “A Note on Demography and Land Use in the Ancient Negev”, Bulletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Research 185 (1967), pp. 39-43; Mayerson, Ph, “The City of Elusa
in the Literary Sources of the Fourth-Sixth Centuries”, Israel Exploration Journal 33/3-4 (1983),
pp. 247-253; Mayerson, Ph., “’Palaestina’ vs. ‘Arabia’ in the Byzantine Sources”, Zeitschrift fur
Papyrologie und Epigraphik 56 (1984), pp. 223-230; Mayerson, Ph., “The Saracens and the Limes”,
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Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 262 (1986), pp. 35-47; Mayerson, Ph.,
“Libanius and the Administration of Palestine”, Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 69
(1987), pp. 251-260; Mayerson, Ph., “Urbanization in Palaestina Tertia: Pilgrims and Paradoxes”,
Originally published in Hebrew in: Cathedra 45 (1987), p. 19-40; Mayerson, Ph., “Justinian’s Novel
103 and the Reorganization of Palestine”, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
269 (Feb. 1988), pp. 65-71; Mayerson, Ph., “Towards a Comparative Study of a Frontier”, Israel
Exploration Journal 40 (1990), pp. 267-279.

(4)Mayerson, Ph., “Observations on the ‘Nilus’ Narrationes: Evidennce for an Unknown Christian Sect?”,

Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt 12 (1975), pp. 51-74; Mayerson, Ph., “An
Inscription in the Monastery of St. Catherine and the Martyr Tradition in Sinai”, Dumbarton Oaks
Papers 30 (1976), pp. 375-379; Mayerson, Ph., “Procopius or Eutychius on the Construction of the
Monastery at Mount Sinai: Which is the More Reliable Source”, Bulletin of the American Schools
of Oriental Research 230 (1978), pp. 33-38; Mayerson, Ph., “The Pilgrim Routes to Mount Sinai
and the Armenians”, Israel Exploration Journal 32/1 (1982), pp. 44-57; Mayerson, Ph., “The
Island of Totabé in the Byzantine Sources: A Reprise”, Bulletin of the American Schools of
Oriental Research 287 (Aug., 1992), pp. 1-4; Mayerson, Ph., “A Note on Iotabé and Several Other
Islands in the Red Sea” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 298 (May, 1995),
pp. 33-35; Mayerson, Ph., “Egeria and Peter the Deacon on the Site of Clysma (Suez)”, Journal of
the American Research Center in Egypt 33 (1996), pp. 61-64; Mayerson, Ph., “The Port of Clysma
(Suez) in Transition from Roman to Arab Rule”, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 55/2 (Apr.,
1996), pp. 119-126.

(5) Isaac, B., “The Meaning of the Terms Limes and Limitanei”, Journal of Roman Studies 78 (1988), pp.
126-136, 139-141.; Isaac, B., “Bandits in Judaea and Arabia”, Harvard Studies in Classical
Philology 88 (1984), p.
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(9) MacCoull, L.S.B., “Nessana Papyri”, In A. Kazhdan et als. (eds.), Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, 3
vols. Oxford and New York, 1991, p. 1458.
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(10) P.Ness. = Kraemer, C.J. (ed.), Excavations at Nissana, vol. 3 (Non-Literary Papyri), Princeton

University Press, 1958, pp. 40-330.
(11) Stroumsa, R., “People and Identities in Nessana”, Ph.D. Thesis, Duke University, 2008, pp. 247-250.
(12) Ruffini, G, Social Networks in Byzantine Egypt, Cambridge University Press, 2008, pp. 8, 253-254;
Ruffini, G, “Village Life and Family Power in Late Antique Nessana”, Transactions of the
American Philological Association 141/1 (Spring 2011), pp. 201-225.
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(13) Bowersock, G. W., “A Report on Arabia Provincia”, Journal of Roman Studies 61 (1971), p. 230;
Bowersock, G.W., Roman Arabia, Harvard University Press: Cambridge, 1983, p. 2.

(14) Ward, W. D., “In the Province Recently Called Palestine Salutaris': Provincial Changes in Palestine
and Arabia in the Late Third and Fourth Centuries C.E.”, Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und
Epigraphik 181 (2012), p. 296.
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Justinian, The Digest, 2 vols. trans. Ch. H. Monro, Cambridge University Press: London, 1904, vol. 1, pp.
(15) ng ?’ilz'eodosian Code, In The Theodosian Code and Novels and the Sirmondian Constitutions, trans.
C. Pharr, Corpus Juris Romanorum 1, New York, 1951, p. 162; Stephanus Byzantinus, Ethnika,

trans. W. de Gruyter, vol. 1: A-I', Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 43/1, Berlin, 2006, A56,
pp- 54-55.
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Eusebius of Caesarea, Palestine in the fourth Century, The Onomasticon by Eusebius of Caesarea with
Jerome’s Latin translation and expansion in parallel from the edition of E. Klostermann, trans. F.
Grenville, Carta Press: Jerusalem, 2003, p. 27. See also: Dan, Y., “Palaestina Salutaris (Tertia) and
its Capital”, Israel Exploration Journal 32/ 2-3 (1982), pp. 135-136; Tsaftrir, “The Transfer of the
Negev”, pp. 81, 85-86.

(16) Mayerson, “’Palaestina’ vs. ‘Arabia’”, pp. 223, 227, 230; Meimari, Y.E., Chronological Systems in
Roman-Byzantine Palestine and Arabia, the Evidence of the dated Greek Inscriptions, Athens, 1992,
p. 147.

(17) Lallemand, J., L'administration civile de I'Egypte de l'avenement de Dioclétien a la création du
diocese (284-382), contribution a l'étude des rapports entre I'Egypte et l'empire a la fin du Ille et au
I IVe siecle, académie royale de Belgique, Classe des letters memoires 57/2, Bruxelles, 1964, pp.
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53-54; Mayerson, Ph., “Urbanization in Palaestina Tertia”, p. 19; Caner, D. F., History and
Hagiography from the Late Antique Sinai, Translated Texts for Historians 53, Liverpool
University Press, 2010, pp. 4-5.
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Rouillard, G., L' Administration civile de [ ’E‘gypte byzantine, 2¢ edition, Paris, 1928, pp. 2-3; Lallemand,
L'administration civile, p. 56.
(18) Baron, A. G., “Adaptive Strategies in the Archaeology of the Negev”, Bulletin of the American
Schools of Oriental Research 242 (Spring, 1981), pp. 52-53.
(1) Aayal) )
(19) Strabo, The Geography, 8 vols. trans. H. E. Jones, London and New York, 1930, vol. 7, 16.22.31, pp.
278-279.
(20) Das Itinerarium Antonini, In Itineraria Romana, Romische reisewege an Der Hand Der Tabula
Peutingeriana, ed. K. Miller, Stuttgart, 1916, pp. 58, 813; Verreth, H., The Northern Sinai from the
7th Century BC till the 7th Century AD, A Guide to the Sources, 2 vols. Leuven, 2006, vol. 1, p. 61.
(21) P.Ryl.= Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the John Rylands Library. vol. 4: Documents of
the Ptolemaic, Roman and Byzantine Periods, ed. C.H. Roberts and E.G. Turner, Manchester, 1952,
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The arithmos of the Loyalists to Theodosius and its Role
in the Egyptian-Palestinian Borders during the Sixth
and the Seventh Centuries A.D.

Muhammad Zayed Abdullah*

ABSTRACT

On 30™ May 512 A.D., Flavius Stephen and his elder brother, soldier Flavius
Aws stated that they were from Rhinocorura (El-‘Arish) because they were
soldiers in the military unit called “arithmos of the Loyalists to Theodosius”
based there, although they were born in Nessana (‘Auja). Another papyrus
dating to 23th December 590 records two soldiers of the arithmos of the
Loyalists to Theodosius who served in Elusa. This raises many questions
about the arithmos of the Loyalists to Theodosius and the nature of relations
among Rhinocorura, Elusa and Nessana.

This paper demonstrates that the Byzantine administration in the southeast
frontier faced attacks from Arab tribes in the Arabian desert that had allied
with the Persian Empire. That led to the establishment of the arithmos of the
Loyalists to Theodosius in the eastern frontiers with the help of Arab tribes
from the former Nabataean areas to protect the Byzantine frontier in the
Negeb desert in exchange for grants of land in the frontier provinces.

Keywords: Byzantine Palestine, Elusa, Nessana, Rhinocorura.

*Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Fayoum University. Received on 25/6/2018 and accepted for publication on
16/9/2019.
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