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The Production and Marketing of Protected Tomato Crop:
Evidence from Developing Countries

Abo Al Alaa Zarka!, Mohsen Jehjah?

ABSTRACT

This research study aims to examine the tract marketing of protected tomato in the Syrian coast. It also
investigates the production and marketing problems encountered by farmers of this crop. To this end, a
questionnaire was designed to collect data. The number of questionnaires valid for analysis was 200.
Software SPSS Version 16 was employed to analyze the elicited data. The results showed that 72.98% of
protected tomatoes in the Syrian coast are sold at cardamom market, while 22.07% of the production is
marketed to Conserves coefficient. In addition, the results demonstrated that 4.95% of protected tomatoes are
marketed to the sorting and packaging plants to be exported abroad. With regard to the productivity problems
facing tomato farmers, the problem of production input prices came in the first place, while the problem of
liquidity necessary came in second place. Finally, the problem of agricultural pests came in the third place.
With respect to the marketing problems, it has been concluded that the problem of brokers and middlemen
were the most common problems facing tomato farmers, followed by the problem of high packaging prices,
and finally the seasonal production problem. The results of the marketing cost analysis showed that marketing
costs for the retailer came in the first place, and amounted to about 2.5 SL/ kg, followed by the product
marketing costs, which amounted to about 2.23 SL/ kg, and finally the marketing costs for the wholesaler,
which was 0.5 SL/ kg. The study concluded with several recommendations. Most notably, the study
recommended raising the level of the price paid for the product in the case of marketing to Conserves
coefficient, and drawing more attention to the importance of securing agricultural inputs at an acceptable
price acceptable. The study also recommended the expansion in the production of cheap-price containers,
especially those suitable to the marketed crop in accordance with the required specifications and standards.

Keywords: Production problems, marketing problems, marketing costs, prices, tomato, Syria.
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