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The mechanisms of textual consistency in Mahmoud Darwish’s The Eternity of Cactus
(‘abad Al-sabbar)

Atef Almahameed, Imad-edeen Alshamare, Nadia Altowaisat*

ABSTRACT

The mechanisms of textual consistency in Mahmoud Darwish’s (The Eternity of Cactus ("abad Al-
sabbar)).This study mainly dwells on tracking a number of elements of consistency in one of the poetry
texts of the Arab poet Mahmoud Darwish that appeares in his Diwan Why Have You Left the Horse
Alone?. It aspires to reveal the five elements of the textual consistency, which are referral, deletion,
replacement, linking, and lexical consistency. The study purports to handle them practically to
measure the extent to which these elements contributed to create the text by tracking them in
Mahmoud Darwish’s The Eternity of Cactus ("abad Al-sabbar).

Keywords: The Eternity of Cactus (‘abad Al-sabbar); referral; deletion; replacement; linking;
lexical consistency.
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