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Cultural Identity and the Problematic Issue of Cultural Interaction in Al-Rafe'ie’s Writings

Hussam Al- Allaham *

ABSTRACT

This study aims at investigating the attitude of Mostafa Saadeq Al-Rafe'ie towards cultural identity
and the problematic issue of cultural interaction, within cultural and literary dimensions. The study,
in its investigation, focuses on three works by Al-Rafe'ie: The Book of the Poor, Under the Banner
of Qur’an, and Inspiration of the Pen. These works include passages dealing with identity and
cultural interaction. In this context, the study explains Al-Rafe'ie’s concept of identity and cultural
interaction; his vision of Western civilization and the basics of interaction with it; his view of the
old and new dualism in modern Arabic literature; and the models that reveal the essence of this
view. And then, the study ends with specific results. The most important of these is that Al-Rafai'i
presented an Islamic / human vision that expresses awareness of the self and the other and believes
in the essentiality of benefitting from what is available in the other (but not in the self), and which
is superior to what the self possesses. This is done according to two criteria: diversity and freedom.

Keywords: Al-Rafe'ie; identity; cultural Interaction; the old, the new.
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