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Orientalism

George Yacoub El-Far *

ABSTRACT

This paper is trying to argue that the Traditional Orientalism has been transformed and
incorporated into many other academic fields, where the core of the Orientalism argument
continue to flourish, hence, Orientalism did not ended yet. Two major positions toward
Orientalism can be traced in the Arabs' reactions, the first rejects it, like expressed in Edward
Said's famous book Orientalism, where he tried to prove that Orientalism is not objective but it is
an occidental way to see the "orient" from a subjective, and "a priori point" of view. The second,
such as Hisham Jaet, and Mohammad Do'mi, had argued that "Orientalism™ has some benefits on
Arabic Studies, which hints that Orientalism has a sort of objectivity in it. The Target of this
paper is to discuss these issues, and to criticize the political face of Orientalism, without
neglecting its good effects on research in the Arabic studies, showing how Orientalism hostility
and negative sides,still exists in the Middle Eastern studies and in the Islamic studies, within a
bigger picture of occidental concern.

Keywords: Orientalism, Globalization Objectivity, subjectivity, Occidentalism, A priori, Arabic
studies. Islamic Studies.
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