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Linguists’ Different Views of the
Origin, Parsing, Classification, and Meanings of the Arabic Verb Kan

Eman M. Al-Madani *

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the different views of Arab linguists of the verb "0\S" kan in terms its of origin,
parsing, classification and meanings. Many grammarians have elaborated on the meanings and
grammatical analysis (parsing) of kan, perhaps because it enjoys a special position in Arabic language— it

is much used in the Holly Qur’an, Arabic poetry and prose. The study attempts to shed light on the

linguists® different views concerning the origin, semantic and temporal indications, in addition to the
indications of its grammatical cases and the commonest positions in which it is augmented. The semantic
and grammatical characteristics of this verb are also focused on. The research surveys classical and
modern literature with reference to several bits of evidence and citations from the Holly Qur’an, Prophetic
Hadiths and Arabic poetry and prose. This research also aims to elucidate and highlight the secrets of the
Arabic tongue in this word, and to collect and investigate all related viewpoints in one place, hoping that

this research will provide a convenient proper coverage of “the mother of all verbs”, kan.
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