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The Bartender's Image in the Abbasid Poetry

Mahmoud Issa Azzam, Ibrahim Mustafa al Dhoon *

ABSTRACT

The present study explores the bartender's images, forms and origins in the Abbasid poetry. The
study also investigates the bartender's artistic effects and his aesthetic values in the formation of
literary imagery by the Abbasid poets who used the bartender in the portrayal, and for the
enrichment, of their artistic skills and poetic experiences. The researchers used the descriptions and
the transformations of the bartender as a point of departure for the exploration of the aspects and
the social values of the Abbasid era. The bartender implicitly reveals some of the psychological
dimensions of the lives of these poets and uncovers some of their internal insights during drinking
wine at drinking-gatherings sessions while mixing with slave-singers and concubines. Sessions and
events like those deepen the poetical discourse through the use of a dialogical language that is
confessional and revealing in nature. As poetry is the main basis of this study, the researchers use
the analytical-descriptive approach for exploring the distinct aspects and patterns of the
phenomenon of people's attraction to bartenders as well as for exploring the rich aspects of this
phenomenon in constructing poetic texts; it certainly gives deeper insight and a more
comprehensive understanding of the various forms of pleasure and the different sorts of comfort,
glee and ecstasy. The study is divided into the following parts: An introduction, three discussions
sections and a conclusion. The three discussion sections are :

1. The Bartender's Features and His Religious Background and References.

2. The Symbolic Connotations of the Bartender.

3. The Bartender's Role in Creating Artistic Imagery.

Keywords: Bartender, Abbasid Era, Wine, Alcoholics, Drinking-gathering Sessions.
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