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ddaatl) alladl ALEXA iy 2 sall and AR
0,6% 219 maktoob.com 1
0,26% 369 kooora.com 2
0,2% 480 youm7.com 3
0,17% 531 myegy.com 4
0,13 585 fatakat.com 5
0,124% 754 aljazeera.net 6
0,12% 916 ahram.org.eg 7

2012 ¢ o) Allall Jpuasi i *

alladl & cuyiy) addiew dae :(2) Jgaad)

World Internet Usage and Population Statistics June 30, 2012

World Population Internet Users | Internet Users Penetration Growth Users %

Regions (2012 Est.) Dec. 31, 2000 Latest Data (% Populatio) | 2000-2012 of Table
Africa 1,073,380,925 4,514,400 167,335,676 15.6 % 3,606.7 % 7.0%
Asia 3,922,066,987 114,304,000 1,076,681,059 27.5% 841.9% 44.8 %
Europe 820,918,446 105,096,093 518,512,109 63.2 % 393.4 % 215%
Middle East 223,608,203 3,284,800 90,000,455 40.2 % 2,639.9 % 3.7%
North America | 348,280,154 108,096,800 273,785,413 78.6 % 153.3 % 11.4%
Latin America/

. 593,688,638 18,068,919 254,915,745 429 % 1,310.8 % 10.6 %
Caribbean
Oceania

. 35,903,569 7,620,480 24,287,919 67.6 % 218.7% 1.0%

Australia
World Total 7,017,846,922 | 360,985,492 2,405,518,376 34.3% 566.4 % 100.0 %

NOTES: (1) Internet Usage and World Population Statistics are for June 30, 2012
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The Role of University of Dammam Library in Bridging Digital Divide
from Users’ Perspective

Othman Abdulkader Obeidat*

ABSTRACT

The role that the library of Dammam University plays on bridging the digital divide is very important from
the library user's point of view. To identify this role, a questionnaire paper was conducted on a sample of
regular users to collect data. the questionnaire contained 52 variable pattern that discuss the digital
information service in order to measure the role played by the library in bridging the digital divide and the
role of languages in bridging the information gap between developed and developing countries.

The results indicated that the arithmetic mean of the study sample answers about the role played by the
library in providing information service is ranged between very high and low. As well as, they indicated
that some of the main issues faced by users are; the use of foreign languages and lack of information in
Avrabic language on the internet especially the academic information.

The study recommended that bridging the digital divide depends on the role played by libraries and
information centers, developing the Arabic digital content to meet the needs of users and to satisfy their
academic desires and further studies on measuring the digital divide and ways to bridge it in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.
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