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Research Trends of Computer-Assisted Arabic and English
(2000-2013)

Jawaher Bani Salamah, Khalil Shehadeh Qatawneh *

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to pinpoint research trends of Computer-assisted Language Learning (CALL)
for both Arabic and English languages during the 3rd millennium, 2000-2013. The study employed the
quantitatively bibliometric approach, where a content analysis instrument was prepared for analyzing the
documents comprising the sample of the study; the total number of the sample included 24 theses and 53
research articles addressing Computer-assisted Arabic language learning (CAAL) and Computer-Assisted
English language learning (CAEL) during 2000-2013. The results of the study concluded that
“learning/teaching” was the most prominent research trend in Computer-Assisted Arabic language learning —
CAALL - and Computer-Assisted English Language Learning — CAELL - during 2000-2013 jointly and
severally; vocabulary and speaking were the most two researched linguistic items for both Arabic and
English languages together and separately, whereas grammar and writing ranked the highest two researched
items in CAALL during the period. Synchronous technology, experimental research, and tests were research
trends for CAALL and CAELL jointly and separately during the term. Additionally, achievement test was a
major trend for both Arabic and English languages and for CAALL, however, attitudes dominated CAELL
during the term 2000-2013. Also, the results showed that CAALL and CAELL matched in the following
trends: Learning and teaching, synchronous technology employed, the experimental methodology, and
testing instrument, but they differed in the linguistic characteristics — language components and language
skills most researched — and they got different in the dependent variables selected, attitudes and
achievement test during 2000-2013. A package of recommendations was offered including a 5-year periodic
research trend analysis to be carried out in CAALL and CAELL independently.
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