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Investigating the Differences in Thinking Styles (Analytic Versus Holistic)
amongst the Students of the Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts -
UNRWA According to Some Variables

Ferial M. Abu Awwad, Saleh M. Abu Jado, Nadia S. Salti*

ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to investigate significance of differences in the thinking styles (Analytic versus Holistic)
amongst the students of the Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts - UNRWA, according to some variables. To
achieve this purpose a scale of thinking styles (Analytic versus Holistic) has been used, it consists of (43) items
includes two subscales, and its psychometric properties were verified, then it was applied to a sample of (225)
male and female students. The results showed that analytical thinking style was more common among the students
compared to holistic thinking style, there were statistically significant differences in the holistic thinking style in
favor of males, but there weren't statistically significant differences in the analytic thinking style due to the student
sex. The results showed no significant differences in both the analytic thinking and holistic thinking among
students due to their specialization in high school and their study level. There were a weak correlation between
students' scores on analytical thinking and holistic thinking subscales and the GPA of the student. The study ended
with a number of recommendations, including: applying strategies and teaching methods to develop the skills of

holistic thinking among students.
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