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Instructional Practices of Second Secondary Scientific Mathematics Teachers and
the Extent to which these Practices are Influenced by the General Examination in
Jordan

Ibrahim Ahmad Al- Shara, Ahmad Mohammed Al - Migdady*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the effect of mathematics general secondary examination on teachers’

implementation of mathematics curriculum for 2nd secondary scientific stream grade. It, mainly, attempted to

answer the following question:

What is the effect of mathematics general secondary examination on second secondary scientific stream grade

teachers' practices and curriculum implementation in the classroom?

To answer this question ten teachers from three educational directorates in Amman were selected and observed

their teaching lessons in mathematics at the second secondary scientific stream grade classrooms. Moreover, six

students of three selected teachers and principals were interviewed, so as to determine the effects of Mathematics

General Exam on teacher’ implementation of the curriculum.

Results revealed that teachers could be classified into three groups: Seven out of ten were classified as completely

test-oriented teachers, one was classified as partially test-oriented teachers and two were classified as content-

oriented teachers. As a result, there was a gap between official and implemented (actual) curriculum. Furthermore,

the Mathematics General Exam has negative effects on teachers, students, and teaching process.

In the light of these results, the study recommended that curriculum developers give the process of curriculum

alignment its due consideration. Content of mathematics textbook should be reorganized so as to avoid test -

oriented teaching and enhance students’ understanding of mathematical concepts and mathematical thinking.

Keywords: Mathematics Curriculum, Teaches Practices, Curriculum Implementation, General

Examination.
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