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The Efficiency of Directed Reading Strategy on Improving Some of the Sixth
Graders' Reading Comprehension Skills

Mohammad F. Al-Hawamdeh, Faisal H. AL- bulayhid*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at exploring the efficiency of the directed reading strategy on improving sixth graders’
reading comprehension skills. The experimental group consisted of 41 sixth grade students in Saqr Quraish
primary school, and the control group consisted of 43 sixth grade students in Prince Nasser bin Abdul Aziz
primary school. In order to achieve the objectives of the current study, a reading comprehension test was
developed, consisting of 30 items that covered six skills. Each skill included a set of behavioral indicators.
The validity, reliability, and the difficulty and discrimination parameters for this test were verified. After
conducting the study, the application of the pre- and post-tests, and conducting the appropriate statistical
analyses, the results showed a statistically significant difference (0=0.05) between the experimental group
and the control group in terms of their overall performance in the reading comprehension test. Moreover,
there was a statistically significant difference in terms of each reading comprehension skill (interpretation of
the vocabulary and structures, identifying the key events of the reading text, recognizing the objectives of
the reading text, identifying the specific ideas of the reading text, finding a suitable title for the text, and
making judgments) that was attributed to the group variable in favor of the experimental group, whose
members were instructed using the directed reading strategy. The study concluded with the recommendation
to encourage Arabic language teachers to use the directed reading strategy in teaching reading.
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