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Professor Academic Ethics as Perceived by Faculty Members at
The University of Jordan

Ghaleb S. Horani and Salameh Y. Tanash*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore moral behaviors of the university professor in the academic field as perceived
by faculty members of the University of Jordan. The data of the study was collected from a valid sample of
(432) faculty members, whose ranks were either professors, associate professors or assistant professors. The
main instrument of data collection was a survey questionnaire developed by the researcher. The
questionnaire had (90) closed items, distributed in (9) dimensions: the professor's content competence,
pedagogical competence, dealing with sensitive topics, developing students' critical thinking and self-
reliance, relationship with students, confidentiality, respect for colleagues, valid assessment of students and
respect for institution.

The findings of the study showed an agreement in the faculty members with respect to (14) behaviors,
viewed as the most immoral. Such behaviors are disrespect students, underestimating their ideas and
viewpoints, and invalid assessment of students.

The findings revealed that there were statistically significant differences in the faculty members' responses
regarding the morality of professor academic behavior; such differences were attributed to gender, academic
rank and faculty. However, no statistically significant differences existed in the faculty members' responses
regarding the morality of professor academic behavior, which could be ascribed to age and the university
from which the faculty member finished his Ph.D. To conclude, the study strongly emphasizes the
importance of the professor academic ethics at the university. Also the study recommended to do more
studies on this subject.
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