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Thinking Styles of Al-Balga Applied University Students in light of Sternberg Model
and Relationship to some Variables

Madher Mohammed Attiat*

ABSTRACT

This Study aimed to investigate thinking styles in light of Sternberg Model among Al-Balqa Applied University
students. To achieve this aim, the Thinking Styles Inventory which was developed by Sternberg and Wagner was
administered on a sample of (800) students selected by random cluster method.

The study showed the following results:

The degree of preference of all thinking styles was high, and the most preferred thinking styles among students
were: legislative, hierarchical, external, liberal, and oligarchic, respectively; while the less thinking style
preference were: conservative, local, internal, and anarchic, respectively.

The results showed also significant statistical differences in the degrees of thinking style preference: local, liberal,
anarchic, and external, for the benefit of females; and significant differences in the degree of thinking styles:
executive, judicial, conservative, and hierarchical, for the benefit of males. In addition, significant differences
were found in the thinking styles: legislative, local, and internal, for the benefit of scientific college students;
while thinking styles of judicial, global, liberal, conservative, monarchic, oligarchic, and anarchic, for the benefit
of humanity college students. Finally difference level found in thinking styles: legislative, judicial, local,
hierarchical, internal, and external, for the benefit of students with higher (GPA); while in thinking styles:

executive, oligarchic, and anarchic, for the benefit of students with low (GPA).

Keywords: Thinking Styles, Sternberg Theory, Mental Self-government.
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