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Epistemological Beliefs and the Need for Knowledge among Undergraduate Students

Nafez Ahmad Bukaiei *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the relationship between epistemological beliefs and the need for knowledge
among undergraduate students. The sample consisted of (142) male and female students at Faculty of Educational
Sciences and Arts/UNRWA in the academic year 2010-2011. The sample was randomly chosen based on
accessibility. To fulfill the study aims, the researcher used two questionnaires: the first assesses epistemological
beliefs while the second assesses the need for knowledge. Results revealed that students have a high degree of
need for knowledge and a moderate degree of epistemological beliefs. There were statistically significant
differences in students epistemological beliefs (quick learning, absolute authority and innate ability) attributed to
gender and in favor of males. There were also statistically significant differences in students need for knowledge
attributed to gender and grade point average in favor of females and higher grade point average. Besides, there
was a statistically significant positive relationship between complex epistemological beliefs and the need for
knowledge. The study recommended constructing training programs on developing epistemological beliefs among
undergraduate students as well as directing university instructors to adopt teaching methods that focus on students'

complex epistemological beliefs.
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