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Attitudes of Tenth Grade Students towards Vocational Education in Amman from

Gender Perspective

Amal M. Al-Kharouf and Juman H. Al-Dahamsha*

ABSTRACT

The study aims to identify attitudes of tenth grade students in Amman towards vocational education from gender
‘perspective, through linking them to demographic, social and economic changes affecting these attimdes. The
population of the included Study tenth grade students in government schools in all education directorates located
in Amman city, Female students were nearly 16114 distributed in 473 classtoom sections, whereas the males
‘amounted to 14289 students distributed in 412 classroom sections. The sample of the study consisted of 800
students (males and females) selected from the population according to a proportional random cluster manner. The
descriptive methodology was applied ard the tool (questionnaire) was developed to measure students' attitudes
towards vocational education. SPSS program was used to analyze the collected data together with methods of
descriptive statistics such as means, standard deviations, recurrences {repetition) and percentages. Moreover, T
test and variation analysis were applied to examine differences by variations.

The findings of the study showed that students’ attitudes towards vocational education were generally positive and
at a medium level for all aspects related to social and economic factors, schoel environment, interests and
academic achievement. However, these attitudes vary according to various factors; for instance, the social factors
were the most positive among the maies, while the economic factors were the most positive among the females. 1t
was also found that a majority of male and female students are interested in joining academic education. The
males are mostly encouraged to do so by their friends, then their school, advisors, brothers/sisters, their fathers
and lastty their mothers. But, the females are motivated strongly by their friends, followed by their
brothers/sisters., their mothers, the school, the advisors and Jastly their fathers. The study also revealed that the
factors affecting the males' choice of specialty were their desires then the influence of their parents and their
Jearning achievement. The least were the demand of the labor market and their friends, However, the factors
affecting the females were the interest in specialty academic ‘achievemen‘t, their parents' influence and the
‘opportunity to enroll in the university respeciively. In addition, the findings showed that there were statistically
significant differences in students' attitudes towards vocational education according to their parents’ education,
Also, there were differences in their interests, academic achievement, social factors and the school environment.
These differences were higher of students whose parents have completed the secondary education, while these
differences become less if their parents' education gets higher than the secondary education.There were
statistically significant differences in students' attitudes towards Vocational education according to their fathers'
jobs. These differences were low for st&derits_whose parents work in the private sector, but they get higher for
attitudes of students whose pa,reﬁts work in the public sector or even those who are unemployed. Regarding the
influence of an educational advisor in the school, the findings showed that there were no statistically significant
differences in the level of overall attitudes towards vocational education if this educational adviser exists in the

school. This does not apply to the dimension of social factors which showed no educational advisor.

Keywaords: Tenth Grade Students, Vocational Education.
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