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Effectiveness of a Strategy Based on a Whole Language Approach
in Teaching Reading on Improving Reading Comprehension Skills
among Ninth Grade Basic Students

Abdelkareem Saleem Alhaddad *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of using a strategy based on a whole language approach in
teaching reading on improving reading Comprehension skills among ninth grade basic students, Compared with
the traditional strategy of teaching. The participants of the study consisted of (123) students. The classes of the
participant were randomly divided into two groups: one is experimental which was taught using a strategy based
on a whole language, and the controlled group which was taught using a traditional strategy.

The reading Comprehension test prepared by the researcher was applied pre and post the experiment. The data
obtained were analyzed by using (ANCOVA) test.

The study revealed that there were statistically significant differences (0¢=0.03) in reading comprehension skills
between the experimental group and the controlled group in favor of the experimental group. Also, there were
statistically differences (¢=0.02) in reading comprehension between male and female students in favor of the
female students. No statistically differences between the two groups were related to the interaction between the

strategy used and the gender.

Keywords: Whole Language Approach, Reading Comprehension Skills, Teaching Rreading.
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