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Cognitive, Physical, and Social Developmental Differences in Children of
Working and Nonworking Mothers in the City of Amman

Jehan Wadiea Mattar and Ragda Hikmat Shreim*

ABSTRACT

The study was aimed at recognizing the cognitive, physical, and social developmental differences in children
of working and nonworking mothers.

The study population consisted of KG2 children in private schools in Amman, Jordan. The randomly
selected sample for the study comprised 233 children, of whom 86, including 42 females and 44 males, were
children of working mothers, and 147 others, including 87 females and 60 males, were children of
nonworking mothers.

The study used the measurement for preschool and kindergarten children's performance. The measurement,
which was developed by Al-Batsh in Jordan in 2001, had the psychometric properties necessary for the
study.

The results showed no significant statistical differences of the cognitive, physical, and social development or
the overall performance measurement between children of working mothers and those of nonworking
mothers. The results, however, revealed statistical differences of significance in favor of female children in
the social developmental area and the overall test.

Additionally, the results did not indicate any significant statistical differences that were attributed to the
interaction between the mother's work and the sex of the child.
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