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Utilization of Thinking Skills in Oral and Written Questions

by Teachers of the Basic Cycle.

Fakhri Khader *

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to explore the utilization of thinking skills by the basic cycle teachers in the oral and
written questions (classroom & home assignments) in relation to grade, sector (private or public),gender, and
the subject matter. The intended sample of teachers was 140 male and female teachers in the basic cycle, from
grade 4 to 10 .The sample questions consisted of 2246 oral questions used by the teachers throughout the
implementation of the study in the classrooms, and a total of 2536 written questions used by teachers in the last
semester preceding the implementation of the study. In order to achieve the goals of this study, the researcher
has developed a tool to observe oral and written questions. The results have shown that the most thinking skill
utilized by the teachers was the recall skill which reached 60.2% of the total number. Differences were
observed in the recall, analysis, inference, and evaluation skills used by the teachers in relation to sector
(private or public). Differences were also observed in the recall, analysis, comparison, and inference skills
utilized by the teachers in relation to subject matter. The results have shown no difference in all thinking skills
in relation to gender.

Keywords: Thinking skills; Oral Questions; Written Questions; Basic Cycle.
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