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The Development of University Academic Programs and its Effect upon Graduates Job
Opportunities: Faculty of Sport Science - Hashemite University as a Model

Ahmad Al-Shishani, Akef Tayfour and Aman Khasawneh*

ABSTRACT

Health fitness and weight management clubs and spa’s are considered a major job market for graduates of
physical education in the Arab world, which is witnessing a very fast growth of this kind of business. Yet,
the traditional academic programs do not meet the standards set by the (ACSM) for academic
qualifications needed to be licensed staffs. The Hashemite University is one of the leaders in Jordan and
the Arab world in promoting a special program that meets the standards of academic knowledge and skills
as set by the (ACSM). The aim of this study was to investigate the effect of teaching this curriculum on job
opportunities in the health fitness job market. This study has traced job records of 194 graduates (98
females & 96 males) who made up the first five classes of graduates.The results indicated that the
percentage of employment was 87% (with range between 84%-93%) compared to an average of 7.9%
males and 17% for females (12.5% combined) for graduates of traditional physical education academic
program.The major recommendation of this study addresses the need for faculties of physical education in
Jordan and Arab world to follow the role model of the faculty of physical education and movement science
in the Hashemite University while developing such programs.

Keywords: The Academic Programs, Job Opportunities, Grarduates, The Physical Education.

* Faculty of Physical Education and Sport Science. Received on 15/7/2010 and Accepted for Publication on 10/4/2011.

-1801-



