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The Role of Authentic Evaluation in Developing the Classroom Performance of
Teacher Trainees in Mathematics Instruction at the Third-grade Level in Jordan

Zyad Nimrawi *

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the importance of authentic evaluation in developing the classroom
performance of teacher trainees in mathematics instruction at the third grade level. Towards that end, the
researcher designed a training program that focused on applying authentic evaluation in the classroom. Twelve
students who were taking a course in teacher training in the department of education participated in this
program. They were appointed to schools across Amman during the scholastic year of 2009/10. Data was
collected before and after the program, and certain techniques of qualitative research were used in the study.
These techniques included observations, interviews and documentation. The researcher developed a
measurement to evaluate teachers’ performance. This measurement consists of five levels indicating the degree
of improvement in the teacher’s overall performance. Teacher performance includes four areas: teaching,
learning, evaluation and content. Research findings indicated that there was noticeable improvement in the
performance of the trainee teachers during the two stages of the study in all four areas.

Before the program the performance of teacher trainees in the two areas of learning and evaluation was at the
first level (novice) and in the areas of teaching and content their performance was at level two (advanced
beginner). After the program the performance of teacher trainees in the areas of teaching, learning and
evaluation reached level four (proficient) and in the area of content their performance was at the third level
(competent). Based on these findings, the researcher recommends the use of authentic evaluation in
mathematics instruction due to its significance in the development of teachers’ performance and in the
enhancement of the overall educational process.
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* Department of Education, Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan, Jordan. Received on 12/5/2010 and Accepted for
Publication on 25/11/2010.

- 1566 -



