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Family Education Concepts of Children in the Childhood Education Stage
in the United Arab Emirates

Ali Barakat and Jamal Zayadanyen*

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was designed to find out the family education concepts which should be included in
the childhood education stage, and to find out to what extent these concepts were included in childhood
education curricula in the United Arab Emirates. The sample of the study consists of two parts: the first
one contains (476) childhood education teachers, while the second includes four childhood education
curricula. To achieve the aims of the study, a questionnaire was designed to find out the importance of
including each family concept in the childhood education stage. In addition, content analysis was used to
reveal to what extent family concepts are available in childhood education curricula. The two instruments
were checked for validity and reliability. The findings of the study showed that a list of 58 family
education concepts was identified. The participants of the study reported that these concepts should be
included in childhood education curricula. More specifically, the analysis of the data showed that many
family concepts were very important from the teachers' perspectives. Moreover, the findings of the content
analysis revealed that most of the family concepts are available in the childhood education curricula. In
addition, there was a variation in the distribution of family education concepts in the childhood education
curricula. On the basis of the study findings, a number of relevant recommendations were introduced for
teachers and curricula designers.
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