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The Importance of Including Controversial Issues in the Jordanian Society in the
Curriculum of Social Studies in the Secondary Stage

Hamed A. Talafhah and Omar S. Abu Esba'*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify controversial issues in the Jordanian society as seen by educationists and
opinion leaders, and the importance of its inclusion in the curriculum of social studies for the secondary
stage. The study used the opinions of teachers and supervisors. The study also investigated the effect of the
position of the respondent (teacher, supervisor), the experience, qualification and the interaction between
experience and qualification. The sample of the study included (191) teachers and (25) supervisors from the
educational directorates in the capital Amman, Zarqa, Irbid and Jerash during the scholastic year 2003/2004.
All necessary data were gathered by a questionnaire developed by the researchers. The validity and
reliability of the questionnaire were tested. It was composed of 62 (controversial issues) divided into five
domains: (political, social, economic, religious and educational issues).The study revealed the following
results:

- Educationists and opinion leaders, specify controversial issues in the Jordanian society as (political
issues 14, social issues 12, economic issues 13, religious issues 11, and educational issues 12).

- The assessment of teachers and supervisors for the importance of the inclusion of controversial issues
in the curriculum of social studies in the secondary stage was of a moderate level in every domain.
Teachers and supervisors put the political issues in the first rank, economic issues the second rank,
and religious issues come last.

- No statistical differences exist among teachers and supervisors assessment due to educational position.

- No statistical differences exist due to experience and qualification of teachers and supervisors and the
interaction between them, except statistical differences due to the interaction between experience and
qualification of teachers in the first domain (political issues) to the preference of teachers with
experience (more than 5-10) years and the bachelor degree.

Finally, the researchers recommend to develop the social studies curriculum to include controversial issues
in the Jordanian society, and assure the importance of social studies curriculum for issues concerning
technology, peace and war, democracy, and patriotic unity.

* Faculty of Educational Sciences, University of Jordan (1); and Teacher-Member of the Social and National Education
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