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Academic Optimism and its Relationship to Participatory Leadership among School
Principals in the Balqa Governorate from Teachers' Perspective

Fadi Soud Samawi, Mostafa Mohammad Airout, Hiba Ebraheem Hammad*

ABSTRACT

This study aims at identifying the relationship between academic optimism and participatory
leadership, identifying the level of academic optimism and participatory leadership among school
principals from the perspective of teachers in the Balqa governorate, and identifying how different the
relationship is with different variables (gender, Academic qualifications, experience). The correlational
descriptive approach is used, and to achieve the objectives of the study, Hoy’s (2006) academic
optimism scale is used in its three dimensions (academic emphasis, collective effectiveness, faculty
members’ trust in parents and students). Askar’s scale (2012) containing (45) items is used, covering
the three dimensions of participatory leadership (human relations, leaders participating subordinates in
leadership tasks, delegating authority). The study sample consists of (399) randomly selected male and
female teachers. The results indicate that the level of academic optimism, and participatory leadership
among school teachers in Balqa governorate is high, as well as the availability of positive correlation
between academic optimism and participatory leadership. In addition to the existence of differences in
correlational relationship due to the academic qualification variable favoring BA degree, and
differences due to the experience variable favoring (11-15) years old. The study recommends to
include the concepts of academic optimism and participatory leadership in school curriculum. I also
recommends making newly appointed teachers aware of the importance of academic optimism and
participatory leadership, and including it in the special tests when appointing school principals.

Keywords: academic optimism; participatory leadership; teachers.
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