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Attitudes of Tenth Grade and Secondary Level Female Students towards
Early Marriage in Amman City

Shireen M. Al Jawamees, Amal Mohummad Ali El Kharouf *

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the attitudes of tenth and secondary stage female graders at public and
private schools in Amman toward early marriage through investigating the extent of their awareness
towards the concept of marriage and the marriage contract, and the extent of the female students’
inclination toward early marriage. The study also aimed to identify the female students’ incentives for
getting married at a young age and the social pressures that compel them accept getting married, and
which they students prefer more; education or marriage. Moreover, it sought to determine the
relationship between the demographical, social, and economical factors and the female students’
attitudes toward early marriage. The study found that there was considerable awareness among the
female students of the concept of marriage and the marriage contract terms. It also showed that their
inclination to get married at a young age was low and that they do not want to get married at a young
age and their support for the reasons to get married at a young age was moderate. The study also
showed that that the most effective reason in the students’ decision to get married was jealousy from
relatives and friends, while the least effective one was having a love affair. The study also pointed out
poverty of a student's family as the most effective social pressure on the decision to get married and the
role of teachers in pushing underachieving students to quit school as the least effective one. The study
also showed that the students’ awareness of the implications of early marriage is moderate and that the
worst implication is that getting married at an early age increases the likelihood of the occurrence of
marital problems. On the other hand, the female students showed moderate support for some positive
attitude toward early marriage saying that it achieves psychological stability for the young women and
protects the society from vice. Furthermore, the female students showed very positive attitude toward
education as they preferred education to getting married at this stage of their life. The study concluded
with showing statistically significant deviations between various variables and the female students
attitudes toward early marriage. The results showed that the academic and vocational major comprises
the most effective variable with regard to the students’ attitudes towards early marriage while the
students’ awareness of the concept of marriage and the marriage contract was the least affected attitude
by the demographic, social, and economic factors.
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