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Youth Attitudes Toward Traditional and Modern Marriage:
Field Study on Students of Mu’tah University

Ayed Wraikat*

ABSTRACT

This study aims at exploring the social phenomenon associated with marriage in Jordan in light of modernization
and tradition. More specifically, this study tries to answer eight questions concerning the responses of the subjects
towards fifteen items concerning traditional and modern marriage. In addition, it tries to find out the relation of the
following variables: sex, religion, income, family size, father’s educational level, mother’s educational level, and
place of residence with these social phenomena.

In order to answer the questions of the study, and after reviewing the related literature, a fifteen-item questionnaire
was randomly distributed to 410 subjects.

The results of the study revealed positive behaviors towards modern marriage rejection of the following: early
marriage, arranged marriage, late marriage, family interference in the selection processes, divorce, the necessity of
acquaintance between the partners. Also, the study found that the majority of the respondents especially among
females perceive dowry as a good tradition, they also rejected polygamy and marriage from foreign spouses. The
T-test with the variables sex and religion and the F-test with the variables: father’s and mother’s educational level,
and monthly income, and place of residence show a positive statistical significance for many items. Finally, the
study presented some recommendations to further investigate the late marriage phenomenon and its consequences.
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